15 Reasons Not To Join Our Co-op

Homeschool co-ops are not for every homeschooling family, and we certainly do not necessarily
expect our co-op to be perfect for your family. As a matter of fact, we would rather you
determine that our co-op is not a good "fit" before you make the commitment to participate for a
full 14-week semester. The following 15 reasons why you may not want to join our co-op are
based on feedback from former members for whom our co-op did not work out.

If you experience any of these situations, please, please, please do not join our co-op!

1. If you have a full time job or a busy extracurricular schedule and already have limited
days for "book learning" at home, then you will find co-op way too time-consuming. Co-o
p takes a full day out of your week because you must be at co-op if your child is there. You
certainly do

not

have to teach, but you can serve as a class helper or team teacher or on the clean-up crew for
part of the day. Our co-op is truly a "cooperative" effort, so we rely on everyone to make it work
successfully, and we expect members to honor their commitment when they join. If you already
don't have time for co-op, don't sign up!

2. If you have health problems or family obligations to help ailing parents or other
relatives, focus on those priorities first. Do not add more stress to your life by committing
your family’s precious time and energy to our co-op. If you and your children will not be able to
meet your weekly obligations, you will let yourself, your family and the co-op down.

3. If you are moving or will move this year, this is not a good time to join a co-op. Underst
andably your first inclination would be to get involved in as many activities as possible.
However, you and your family face a big adjustment with the move, so give yourselves time to
adjust. You would do better to participate in a local support group rather than in our co-op;in a
support group, you are not required to attend every event, whereas your membership in co-op
obligates you to attend every week, unless you are sick. Similarly, if you plan to move during the
semester, even just across town, you will already have enough to do preparing to move without
having to make time for co-op. In either case, wait until you're comfortably settled in your new
home before joining co-op.

4. If you already know that you may miss three Thursdays per semester, please do not
join our co-op as your family will already miss a full quarter of classes -- and that's
before illnesses! Of course, we understand that illnesses and emergencies occur
unexpectedly (and we do not want you to attend if you are sick!), but we also respect the time
and effort that teachers put into their classes. They deserve the mutual respect of having
students (and parent helpers!) in class and on time. We ask parents to honor their commitment
and make punctual attendance a priority. Schedule appointments and vacations during co-op
breaks, and take steps to eliminate tardiness if you are a chronically late kind of person, or
reconsider joining altogether. Once you've committed to co-op, however, please don't let your
absences due to illnesses or other emergencies worry you, but instead let us help you work
through them; finding temporary substitutes for a few weeks is much easier than securing
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permanent replacements for a family who quits.

5. Similarly, if your children are prone to frequent ililnesses, you may want to wait until
their immune systems build up because you will likely miss too many days to make
co-op worthwhile. We do not want co-op to be a source of sickness for any family, so if you or
your children are sick or recovering from an iliness, even the common cold or a sinus infection,
please do not attend co-op that week. We have a list of illnesses , and we
expect parents and children to stay home until they are symptom-free. If you will likely miss a lot
of co-op due to illnesses, you should not join.

6. If this is your first year homeschooling, you really need to take a year to adjust and
find out what style works best for your family. Co-op is not a substitute or alternative to
schooling at home. Indeed, jumping right into a co-op before adjusting to homeschooling may
overwhelm you and your children.

7. Similarly, if you are joining co-op as a substitute for school or so you won't have to
teach your children at home, then co-op will not meet your needs. Classes meet only once
a week, so the parent is still the primary teacher. Ultimately, you are responsible for your
children's education because the bulk of their education is completed at home and, as the
parent, you know your children better than any teacher ever could. Co-op parents ensure that
their students keep up with homework, and they may need to assign supplemental coursework
at home. Additionally, parents administer tests at home and determine final grades.

8. If you homeschool because your child could not learn in a classroom environment or if
your child does not do well in a group setting, you probably will not be pleased with our
co-op. Although classes typically range between 4 and 10 students, we still group students by
grade/age and expect "classroom manners" -- although, since most are lifetime homeschoolers,
they don't always know to raise their hands! Also, whiteboards, tables and chairs make our
classrooms very efficient for teaching a class, but give the classes a bit of a school-like feel --
however, with homeschooling parents as teachers, our class activities are usually more
out-of-the-box! Additionally, with even a small group of families, we must rely on some rules and
guidelines to maintain order and efficiency. If you unschool, you and your child may not feel
comfortable even in our relaxed setting.

9. If you homeschool because you feel no one else can adequately teach your child what
he needs to know in any given subject, you will not be satisfied with any parent who
teaches a co-op class. Instead, accept that others may not teach a subject the way you would
and relinquish some control; at home, focus on subjects not taught at co-op to maximize your
time. Alternatively, accept that you will be supplementing at home to a certain extent, or plan to
teach that subject at co-op yourself. If you're not okay with these options, you should not join
any co-op.
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